The Patron Saint of Ugly by Marie Manilla                                                           Collaborative Learning Activity
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                                                                                                              *Make complete sentences for questions with asterisk.  Work in Collaborative Learning groups of 3 or 4, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet representing a consensus of the group: ________________________________________________    
1) *Explain the narrative structure of The Patron Saint of Ugly, and come to consensus as to why Manilla chose this way to unfold her story.

2) Characterize the persona of Garnet Ferrari—give at least 3 distinct adjectives that suggest her unique character. __________________________________________________________________________
3) Name at least two ways Garnet is an unreliable narrator.                         a)___________________________________ b)_______________________________________
4) This story is in many ways about “toxic masculinity” which patriarchal societies imbue in culture and customs.  Name two events where grandfather Dominick seems to embody “toxic masculinity.”  a)_________________________________ b)_________________________________________
5) *What does Manilla mean when she writes in the voice of Garnet: “. . . as my years on the planet have taught me, everyone needs someone to kick” (15)?  How do these words apply to Patriarchy and masculine “binary” social constructs, and what part do women play as “keepers of the patriarchy”?
6) What event occurs on a day when parents Angelo and Marina and Betty and Dominick are playing cards and ignoring their kids? ___________________  What more profound tragedy results? _______________
7) What is the unusual circumstance around Garnet inheriting La Strega’s mansion on the hill in Sweetwater? ________________________________________________________________
8) When Garnet and Marina are taken after the tragedy to Iris’s home, Garnet learns first-hand about her grandmother’s racism and treatment of her African American help, Opal and Cookie; she also learns a family secret revealed a decade later in a news clipping from the Charlottesville Daily Progress.  What is the revelation about her father Donald, a coalminer’s son from Wales and erstwhile seller of encyclopedias who marries into Iris’s notable family, the Caudhill-Adams-Rutldges of the Mayflower Caudhills? ____________________________________ 
9) *Upon Garnet’s return to West Virginia and taking up residence in the mansion at the top of the hill, there is a lovely episode where Nonna, Betty, and Garnet are confronted by Dominick senior and junior; explain the episode and how is this a declaration of independence for Betty and Nonna? 

10) How do Dominick Ferrari senior and Iris Caudill meet their demise and subsequently their maker? ______                                               Bonus 5 points: Come to consensus and make a case, for or against, Garnet Ferrari’s status as a saint.  Your success depends on the persuasiveness of your argument based upon details from the story.

